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In January 1990, Mutu-
al Housing Association  
of Southwestern Con-
necticut, Inc (MHA) 
was founded with the 
goal of creating a diver-
sified non-profit organ-
ization that would be-
come a permanent re-
source for the develop-
ment of affordable 
housing in Fairfield 
County. MHA began 
with 69 units of afford-
able housing in 
Parkside Gables in 
1991 and has grown in 
excess of 500 units in 
2020.  

30 years later with  

a new name, image 
and logo in 2018, Con-
necticut Housing Part-
ners is recognized as 
one of the outstanding 
developers of quality 
affordable housing in 
Fairfield County. As our 
new name emphasizes, 
we have been able to 
make such an impact 
because we are always 
willing to partner with 
other organizations 
and we reach beyond 
the boundaries of our 
properties to promote 
and support partner-
ships with other busi-
nesses willing to en-
gage our residents.  

 
 

Renée Dobos, CHP’s 
CEO said, “We see 
2020 as the year of 
growth for CHP and we 
are excited for a varie-
ty of new projects and 
partnerships in the 
works, including a mar-
keting campaign to get 
the word out about all 
that we do for the 
communities and  
residents  we serve. 
The COVID-19 pan-
demic has altered 
some of the ways we 
have been doing 
things, but we are still 
proud to be able to 
keep our households 
safe and secure.”     

30th 
Anniversary 

 
Fairfield County Giving Day 2020 

Fairfield County’s Commu-
nity Foundation’s “Giving 
Day,” presented by Bank of 
America, was on February 
27, 2020 and it was a huge 
success. Connecticut Hous-
ing Partners raised $2,205 
from 22 donors!   The cam-
paign theme ,“Give where 

you Live,” engaged donors 
to give to worthy causes 
and non-profits in Fairfield 
County during a powerful, 
24-hour giving marathon. 
In total, 12,666 donors 
gave over $1.6 million to 
390 nonprofits. Another 
amazing example of our 

community coming togeth-
er to support local causes!! 
Connecticut Housing Part-
ners is grateful for the sup-
port they received to help 
them continue their mis-
sion to provide affordable 
housing and prevent 
homelessness.  

Special points of interest: 

 CHP is Front and Center helping residents 
through the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 CHP is working hard to keep all residents 
safe and stable  

 CHP continues to create New Community 
Partnerships 

 CHP is planning an exciting growth  
strategy for 2020-2021 

30th Anniversary:  Timeline & Milestones  2 

CHP Food Donations 2 

2020 Census 2 

TD Bank $125K Grant Awarded 3 

CHP Rent Bank 3 

Laptop Donation 3 

Healthcare Heroes 4 
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of food weekly to families and seniors  

impacted by COVID-19.    
 

We are grateful to our Community  

Partners for making this happen!   

In an effort to lessen food insecurity 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, CHP is 

connecting our residents to food pan-

tries and providing grocery deliveries 

to our neediest households. CHP along 

with their Community Partners, the 

Bridgeport Rescue Mission and The 

Southwestern CT Agency on Aging, will 

deliver approximately 10,000 pounds 

1990 – 1999 

MHA Incorporated 
Park Gables Completed in Stamford 
Trinity Park Completed in Stamford 
Maplewood Court Completed in  
Bridgeport 
Yale Street Commons completed in 
Bridgeport 
Property Management Business begins 

2000 – 2009 

MHA Merges with Bridgeport  
Neighborhood and Commercial Services 
Bridgeport Loan Fund— Added 
Trumbull Townhomes, MHA’s 1st  
Homeownership Development 
MHA Acquires Fairfield Ave. Properties 
Creates “Fairfield Commons” – MHA’s 
1st Supportive  Housing Development 
                                                                                                          

MHA merges with Norwalk Neighbor-
hood Housing Services 
Norwalk Loan Fund    
Woodward Cliffs added                   
West Side Commons Completed 
Friendship House purchased with New 
Neighborhoods, Inc. 
Homeownership Projects Completed in 
Stamford and Bridgeport: 
Huntington Place Completed in Trumbull  
MHA’s 1st Senior Housing Development 
Conger House Completed in Bridgeport 
Greenfield Commons Completed in  
Fairfield 

2010 – 2019  
 
Thomas Merton Homes Completed  
MHA Merges with Action Housing 
West Side Commons II Completed  
Wilton Commons Senior Housing  
Development Completed – 51 Units 
Trinity Park Major Rehabilitation 
Wilton Commons Congregate Assisted 
Living Completed – 23 Units 
Fairfield I Completed 
MHA Changed Name to :  

Connecticut Housing Partners 
Fairfield II Competed – HUD  
 

2020 

Celebrating 30 Years of Providing 
Affordable Housing  
Looking Ahead… 
Maplewood Rehabilitation Summer 2020  

According to the Census Bureau's web-
site, you have until anywhere between 
May 27 and August 14 before census 
takers will conduct home inter-
views for those who haven't respond-
ed. It isn't yet clear how 
the coronavirus outbreak will affect in-
person census taking.  
For more information you can visit  
2020CENSUS.GOV 

Fill out the 2020 Census. It can shape 
your future!  It’s an opportunity to 
create a better future for our commu-
nities by providing an up-to-date count 
of our population. When you fill out 
the census, you help guide how more 
than $675 billion in federal funding is 
distributed to states and communities 
each year.  
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CHP’s Community is at work—Food Donations  

CHP—30 Years:  Timeline & Milestones  

2020 Census 

“This bag is amazing, it was 
everything I truly needed, I 
can’t thank you all enough.  
Who can I write a letter to 
expressing my gratitude? Just 
fabulous,”  remarked Jean  
from Wilton Commons, Senior 
Housing Development. 

  NEWS  A ND EVE NTS  

            NEW CHP 30th Anniversary Logo 

https://2020census.gov/en/important-dates.html
https://2020census.gov/en/important-dates.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/coronavirus-pandemic-covid-19-latest-news-2020-04-01/
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COVID-19. A total of $41,286 has al-

ready been disbursed and consists of 

families from Maplewood Court, Gini’s 

House, Trinity Park and Yale Street 

Commons. The reasons for the rent 

delinquencies are all due to COVID-19 

job losses – either the businesses have 

closed or in one case, the mom is a 

health care work-

er and cannot 

take her 2-year old to work, and the 

daycare is closed. Unemployment pay-

ments have been extremely slow for 

these people also. The Development 

Team at CHP has ramped up fundrais-

ing efforts to fund the RENT BANK dur-

ing this crisis. $95,000 has been raised 

so far to sustain the Rent 

Bank and funding requests 

are going out daily.  

CHP is aware that today and the 

months that lie ahead will be extreme-

ly difficult for their residents to pay 

their rent. CHP has a RENT BANK Rent-

al Assistance program for residents. 

Eligible residents can apply for the 

Rent Bank funds, and their rent will be 

covered for at least 3 months. The 

Rent Bank has had a tremendous im-

pact on residents struggling due to 

The TD Charitable Foundation, the 
charitable giving arm of TD Bank, 
America’s Most Convenient Bank®, 

recently donated a total of $125,000 to 
Connecticut Housing Partners as part 
of the foundation’s “Housing for Every-
one” grant competition. A total of 
$3.75 million was provided to 30 non-
profits to improve access to safe, clean 
and affordable housing in communities 
from Maine to Florida.   

"The Housing for Everyone grants bring 
the bank's social impact platform, the 
TD Ready Commitment, to life by help-
ing to create safe, affordable residenc-
es for those in greatest need," said 
Paige Carlson-Heim, Director of the TD 
Charitable Foundation and Office of 
Charitable and Community Giving. "We 
recognize that having a safe, afforda-

ble place to live is essential to achiev-
ing financial security."  
 
The funds from the TD Charitable 
Foundation will be used to rehabilitate 
Maplewood Court, CHP’s 32-unit fami-
ly development in Bridgeport that was 
impacted by Hurricane Sandy. Eight 
units are off-line, and a complete reha-
bilitation of the development is re-
quired to preserve existing affordable 
housing and place back into service the 
eight off-line units.   
 

The groundbreaking, although delayed 
by COVID-19, should take place in Au-
gust 2020 and will be completed by 
Summer 2021. 

room so the women can utilize them. 
Connecticut Housing Partners purchased 
and donated 4 brand new HP laptops to 
Merton House and now the women can 
research the job market, apply to jobs, 
and help with their children’s home-
work.  This donation became even more 
important when schools were closed 
due to COVID-19 children were forced  
into online learning. 

Merton House, a CHP owned Property, 
provides permanent supportive hous-
ing for homeless women with children 
in Bridgeport’s Hollow Neighborhood. 
Case management services are provid-
ed by Catholic Charities of Bridgeport. 
In early March, Simaa Baker, the Senior 
Case Manager at Merton House, 
reached out to CHP in need of some 
laptops to place in their computer 
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CHP’s Rent Bank 

CHP Awarded TD Bank’s $125,000 “Housing For Everyone” 
Grant 

Laptop Donation 

“I have no salary and am a single 
mother with 2 children. I’m 
struggling to put food on the table. 
The Rent Bank Support has been so 
wonderful because I don't have to 
worry about losing my home.” 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 
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We’re shining a spotlight on those who provide healthcare under the chal-

lenging circumstances of COVID-19. CHP would like to say THANK YOU to 

all Healthcare Workers, our “Healthcare Heroes” on the front line as nurs-

es, doctors, EMTs, and other medical workers continue to battle the COVID-

19 pandemic. 

Huntington Place 

1235 Huntington Turnpike 

Trumbull, CT  06611 

CONNECTI CUT  HOUSI NG PART NERS  

footprint in affordable housing.    
 
You can contact Steve at 
sgulick@cthousingpartners.org or 
(203) 359-6940 ext. 1730 to get a con-
versation started.   
 
Teresa Higdon is our new Property 
Manager overseeing the Bridgeport 
portfolio including Huntington Place, 
Greenfield Commons, Yale Street Com-
mons and Merton House. She comes 
to our organization with extensive ex-
perience in Property Management.  
 
You can find her at 
thigdon@cthousingpartners.org or 
(203) 359-6940 ext. 1734 

CHP Announces New Hires to the 
Team!   
 
Steve Gulick, the New Director of Real 
Estate Development and Teresa 
Higdon, our new Property Manager.   
 
Steve Gulick joined the staff of Con-
necticut Housing Partners as The Direc-
tor of Real Estate Development. This 
addition reinforces our commitment to 
stabilize residents during the housing 
crisis we are facing in Connecticut and 
add affordable housing units to our 
portfolio of properties. Our mission to 
create and sustain innovative housing 
and enhance the quality of life for low 
and moderate-income residents and 
prevent homelessness will be support-
ed with this new role. Steve will inves-
tigate new opportunities in Connecti-
cut so that we can continue to 
“transform lives” by expanding our 

CHP New Hires!  

Phone: 203-359-6940  

Fax: 203-371-8048 

Email: info@cthousingpartners.org 

We build and transform lives! 

www.cthousingpartners.org 
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