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CHP celebrates Employee Day 
 

Connecticut Housing Partners honored their staff in Jan-
uary and celebrated Employee Day. Thank you to our 
vendors; The Russell Agency, People’s United Insurance 
Agency, Mutual of America and Nathaniel W. Shipp Law 
for attending. Staff took the opportunity to  ask ques-
tions and learn about health insurance, retirement ben-
efits, and other benefits that are offered to employees.  

It was a half day 
filled with fun, finger 
foods and refresh-
ment. CHP was pre-
sented with a driver 
safety certificate by 
The Russell Agency.  

News and Events 
That you don’t want to miss! 

Congratulations to The East End 
NRZ Pop UP Market  & Café! 

 

Congratulations to The East End NRZ Market & Café for 
their grand opening earlier this year. Their grand open-
ing was attended by many public officials including 
Governor Lamont [pictured below]. Deborah Caviness, 
of Greater Bridgeport OIC, who is a co-champion of the 
“market” model, helped kick off the grand opening 
event. The East End NRS Pop Up Market & Café pro-
vides residents with an opportunity to purchase fresh, 
local produce that will help combat the issue of the 
many unhealthy foods available to consumers. The Pop 
Up Market & Café will be providing healthier and 
affordable food choices to local low-income communi-
ties. The market is located at 1851 Stratford Ave, 
Bridgeport. You can visit their website at eastendnrz-
market.org to learn more about the market and the 
foods that they are offering to the community. 

 

https://www.latintimes.com/may-day-2015-quotes-10-inspirational-sayings-welcome-new-month-313161
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Introducing our CHP Rent Bank program 
Connecticut Housing Partners will be launching the CHP Rent Bank program, July 1, 2019.  We recognize that pov-
erty and homelessness is a national and global concern, and providing the community with affordable housing is 
one way our agency contributes to a greater global initiative. Another way the agency helps is to by developing 
and implementing supportive programs, like the CHP Rent Bank. The CHP Rent Bank was created to aide our resi-
dents through unexpected financial hardships. Residents can apply for assistance if they encounter a financial cri-
sis that leaves them unable to pay their rent. The CHP Rent Bank is intended as a temporary solution for an unex-
pected life struggle.  It is designed as a tool for residents, and as a tool, its success hinges on residents using it 
properly. The CHP Rent Bank is only a temporary solution, residents need to look and reach out for alternate solu-
tions and services, such as financial education workshops and job placement s to prevent future occurrences and 
potential eviction. If you are a resident at a CHP property that is owned and property managed by CHP and you 
are interested in applying or want to know more about the CHP Rent Bank, please reach out to your property 
manager or email info@cthousingpartners.org. 

Volunteer of the Month! 
 

CHP wants to thank Liza Haynie for her volunteer 
efforts. Liza work as an Art Teacher for the Norwalk 
School District. She collaborated with our resident 
services coordinator, Melody Gonzalez, and launched 
an Art Program for our senior residents. Every month, 
Liza, through her volunteer efforts, develops and in-
structs arts and crafts programs for our residents at 
our senior living facility in Wilton. Liza’s commitment 
to our resident population is very much appreciated. 
It has brought hours of enjoyment each month to 
them. Thank you to CHP’s 
Volunteer of the Month, 
Liza Haynie! [photo of res-
ident, Anna, displaying 

   Fairfield County Giving Day 2019 
Connecticut Housing Partners raised nearly $2,000 this 
past Fairfield County Giving Day, February 28, 2019. As 

many of you know, this is a one day event that occurs eve-
ry year in February. It gives our supporters and other non-
profit supporters a opportunity to donate to worthy caus-
es. The funds we raised supported our Rent Bank program 

that we will be launching July 1st. 

Wilton Rotary Club 
In January, our CEO, Renee Dobos, was asked to speak at 
a luncheon for the Wilton Rotary Club. For those unfa-
miliar with the Rotary Foundation. The Foundation helps 
fund humanitarian activities, from local service projects 
to global initiatives. Rotary Club of Wilton receives 
grants from the Foundation to invest in projects and pro-
vide scholarships. Rotary also leads the charge on world-
wide campaigns such as eradicating polio and promoting 
peace. This was a great opportunity for networking and 
presenting our mission and vision to those invested in 
the community. Renee was able to showcase our beauti-
ful properties, and  
highlight some of our 
accomplishments and 
our future develop-
ment plans.  
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Bridgeport Rescue Mission, 
THANK YOU for the coats! 
 

In February, Bridgeport Rescue Mission and volun-
teers were on site assisting our residents during 
the coat drive. Residents had a great time, trying 
coats on, taking photos, listening to music, and 
chatting with volunteers and their peers in the 
community. Resident, Karen, looks great modeling 
a faux-fur winter coat. The residents were truly 
grateful for the coats, as this winter was a cold 
one. Through the Bridgeport Rescue Mission Coat 
drive, we were able to provide coats to over 30 
residents in our senior living communities. It is non
-profits like the Bridgeport Rescue Mission that 
not only provide families and seniors with much 
needed food, supplies and clothing but they also 
bring smiles to our residents faces and lighten up 
their day with a small act of giving and  human 
compassion. be the day.  

Senior Feed Program 
 

Connecticut Housing Partners continues to col-
laborate with “Food Rescue US”, formally 
called Community Plates, in providing food to 
those in need in the community.  CHP develop-
ments with senior living; Greenfield Commons 
in Fairfield, and Huntington Place in Trumbull, 
benefit from the program. We have been par-
ticipating since September 2018. Currently to 
date, there are 1,100 participating food do-
nors, and 800 receiving agencies. Over 50 CHP 
senior households have benefited from this 
program and have received food over the 
course of months.  

Black History Celebration 
 

 During the month of February, we kicked off our diversity and 

inclusion program series, we scheduled an event in honor of 

Black History Month. We framed photos throughout the Con-

gregate and Wilton Commons in Wilton, CT, highlighting some 

of the most influential people in history. The event sparked 

great conversations during the course of the month. Attendees 

had the opportunity to sample Southern inspired cuisine, ca-

tered by Cat’s Catering, which also included the educational 

background behind each dish while enjoying music from the 

eras. After our sample session, we conducted a Black history 

trivia game and then welcomed our keynote speaker (Jeffrey 

Miller) who joined us for an interactive conversation. Jeffrey is 

retired from federal service, having served as an associate di-

rector of  the U.S. Trustee Program for the U.S. Dept. of Justice. 

His many positions during his career include being assistant 

director of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights.  
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Congratulations to our staff for 
being certified in LIHTC and 
HQS! 
Education is very important to Connecticut Housing 
Partners and we encourage staff in furthering their ed-
ucation to stay abreast of any changes in the require-
ments of affordable housing. In March, our property 
management and maintenance team participated in 
Low Income Housing Tax Credit  [LITHC] and Housing 
Quality Standards [HQS] training and certification pro-
vided by Quadel. All of our property managers have 
been certified in LITHC. Having this training and certifica-
tion will ensure that compliance guidelines are followed 
on our tax credit properties and minimize the risk of non
-compliance.  All of our maintenance staff have been cer-
tified in HQS. This will ensure that during day to day ac-
tivities and unit turns, maintenance will be more in-
sightful on safety, improving productivity and ultimately 
provide better service to our residents at our properties 
throughout the state. 

Please welcome CHP New Hires 
Please welcome, Susana Mendez, and Lanique Regis, 
to Connecticut Housing Partners. Susana will be locat-
ed in Trumbull, and Lanique will be located in Stam-
ford. They are part-time administrative assistants re-
porting to property management. 

 

   FULL Board Meeting    ANNUAL Board Meeting 
   JANUARY 23, 2019  OCTOBER 23, 2019 
   APRIL 24, 2019 
   JUNE 26, 2019 

 
   All meetings will be held at Norwalk City Hall, 

Norwalk Room 231 at 6:00 P.M.  

CHP will host NeighborWorks 
Week Celebrations! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https%3A%2F%2Fk9fr.org%2Fabout%2Ffyi-for-prospective-volunteers%2F&psig=AOvVaw0BIOB0g3LeDjHd7i-C5Q9z&ust=1543528354759003

