MUTUAL HOUSING ASSOCIATION
SPECIAL
POINTS OF
INTEREST:



OF SOUTHWESTERN CT
N E W S L E T T E R

F A L L

2 0 1 6

ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THE
PAST YEAR



NEW

CEO CORNER—RENÉE DOBOS

MANAGEMENT

bors even if they aren’t
right next door.

TEAM



RESIDENT
ENGAGEMENT



WEBSITE
UPDATE

Renee Dobos
CEO

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE:
CEO Corner

1

MHA New
Management

2

New Logo &
Website

3

Ribbon cutting

3

NeighborWorks

3

What is MHA 4
Fundraising

4

I will soon be celebrating
my one year anniversary at
MHA. This past year has
been full of change and we
hope to continue to make
changes that you will recognize as increased customer service and our
commitment to our Residents. One of the changes
is this newsletter. We are
hopeful to release it on a
quarterly schedule so that
you can hear about all of
the good news and work
that is happening across
the agency. I think it’s nice
to share what is happening
with some of your neigh-

There have been many
accomplishments in the
past year. Just to name a
few:
 Hiring of a Resident
Service Coordinator for
our Elderly Only developments.
 Spirit Awards for residents who demonstrate community
leadership.
 The hiring of skilled
and competent staff to
support the residents.
 Updated Website and
Facebook presence.
 A fresh new logo.
We have also been very
busy redeveloping and
building onto our portfolio
of assets.
 Wilton Congregate is
the addition of 23
units at our Wilton
Development. We are
hoping to begin leasing
up units this Fall.
 Stamford’s Trinity
Park’s beautiful face
lift is completed and
soon new neighbors





will be moving into the
units that were used
for swing space during
construction.
We are planning to
break ground this Fall
and build 6 more units
on Fairfield Avenue in
Stamford.
Maplewood Courts in
Bridgeport is the next
development in which
32 units will be rehabilitated directly benefiting the residents and
the community.

We also sat back as a team
to think about why we are
here and how we are impacting resident lives. The
values we hold important
are: Integrity, Creativity,
Responsibility, Leadership,
Respectfulness, and Nimbleness. These words support the vison of who we
are – WE BUILD AND
TRANSFORM LIVES.
We hope you enjoy the
first edition of our newsletter, and if you do share
with a friend!
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MEET THE MHASWCT TEAM
Property Management

“The members

of this fine
organization

Bridgeport Team

Stamford Team

Melinda Rivera, Property Manager

Lourdes Ortiz, Property Manager

Sharon Campbell, Recertification Specialist

Kim Cadena, Recertification Specialist

David Hargrove, Maintenance Technician

Grace Martinsen, Admin. Assistant

Randy Jones, Maintenance Technician

Jose Pagani, Maintenance Technician

Miguel Rivera, Maintenance Technician

Rohan Brivett, Maintenance Technician

have earned
an outstanding
reputation for

Wilton Team
Dedre Devillegas, Property Manager
Georges Germain, Maintenance Technician

“An employee that
embraces change and

their
commitment

Resident Services Team
Melody Gonzalez, Resident Services Coordinator

to improving
the lives of low

Executive Team

and moderate

Marie LaPointe, Director of Finance

income

Minerva Martinez, Director of Property Management

residents in

Renee Dobos, Chief Executive Officer

has the willingness to
learn is an employee
that I will continue to
invest in.” - Renee
Dobos

Ellieben Harris, Director of Compliance
Wade Rockwood, Director of Administration

Connecticut” –
Governor
Dannel Malloy

MHA Team at CONN-NHRO’s Convention [Renee Dobos, Minerva Martinez, Dedre DeVillegas,
Wade Rockwood, Ellieben Acosta Harris,, Melinda Rivera, Lourdes Ortiz, not in picture Marie LaPointe ]
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have added an online
work order form that
can be used to contact
property management.
Lastly, we have a Facebook Page so friend us
or like us on FB.
Check out our photos
posted of the Color
Vibe 5K Run in Norwalk CT! MHA staff
was there supporting
our country’s veterans.

MHA New LOGO and Website

We have some exciting news!
We’ve changed our logo!
We’ve also revamped our
website, www.mhaswct.org.
Come learn about MHA and

our history. You can now
download resident application forms. See our properties throughout Fairfield
County. We also have a
media/event link, so be sure
to check out our next event.
We will be having a Bowling
Fundraiser in October. Lastly, to enable our residents to
have an additional channel to
communicate with MHA, we
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“Wilton Commons is truly
a jewel of a place to call
home for our seniors” - Phil

Wilton Commons Congregate Opening

It has been 7 months since
the ground breaking event
occurred at Wilton Commons. The Congregate building has been completed and it
is waiting for the final approvals for occupancy. The 23 unit

development received its certificate of occupancy. Resident
applications are available
online, and the waiting list is
filling up. The units are designated for congregate living. A
daily meal and light housekeeping is provided. Each
apartment is handicapaccessible with wide doorways, roll-in shower, and

Lauria, Chairman and
President, Wilton
Commons.

room for a wheelchair under the kitchen
sink. Each bathroom and bedroom has an
emergency pull-cord which is connected
to the fire department. If you know of a
family member that is interested in seeing
the facility, please contact the property
manager at Wilton Commons, Dedre
DeVillegas at ddevillegas@mhaswct.org.

RESIDENTS ARE OUR FAVORITE PEOPLE from various health fields to
Mutual Housing Association of Southwestern CT is part of
the national NeighborWorks network, an affiliation of more
than 240 non-profit organizations located in every state, the
District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. The NeighborWorks
network was founded and is supported by NeighborWorks
America, which creates opportunities for people to live in
affordable homes, improve their lives, and strengthen their
communities. This Year’s theme for the event was Creating
Opportunity, and with this theme we hosted a Healthy Senior Living Event. MHA collaborated with multiple vendors

come out and provide resources, demos and support
for our seniors. The event
was held at both our Huntington and Wilton Senior
buildings. Our intergenerational dance off with a Zumba instructor was a hit and
residents won prizes for participation. The joy it
brought our residents and the great feedback we received made this event a huge success!
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Since its founding in 1990, MHA has grown to become one of Fairfield County's
most active non-profit providers of affordable housing and housing services. MHA
developments and programs have produced over $100 million in community investment and provide safe, secure, affordable housing for Fairfield County resi434 Maplewood Avenue
Bridgeport CT 06605
Phone: (203)359-6940

dents. Our projects currently represent a range of affordable housing opportunities,
including condominium developments and affordable rental, senior and supportive
housing for people with special needs. MHA has a presence in Bridgeport, Norwalk,
Fairfield, Stamford, Trumbull and Wilton. MHA provides quality property manage-

Questions about articles
in this quarterly
newsletter can be

ment services to over 400 units of affordable housing. MHA has leveraged its development capacity through successful collaborations with other non-profit developers

emailed to

and service providers in Fairfield County. The ability of MHA to grow and to pro-

HR@mhaswct.org.

vide services to those most in need in this
difficult housing environment, exemplifies

Come visit us at
www.mhaswct.org!

excellence in the field of community development.

MHA HOSTING BOWL-A-THON
Mutual Housing Association of Southwestern Connecticut [MHA] will be hosting a BOWL-A-THON

the quality of life for the fami-

Help us help our communities by
donating or joining a team to fundraise!

DATE: October 24th, 2016
TIME: 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM

Come join us at this event. There
will be fun for all. If you wish to
register or donate. Visit our website at www.mhaswct.org and follow the link.

WHERE: BOWLMOR Lanes,
701 Connecticut, Norwalk CT.
Fundraising is a great way to allow our
contractors, sponsors and vendors to
network with others in the business and
residential communities, and to show
your support to families and seniors in
affordable housing communities.
The proceeds from this fundraiser will
allow our organization to continue to
provide affordable housing and improve

nities.

We are also looking for items to
raffle. If you wish to donate items
or if you have any questions, please
send us an email at
fundraising@mhaswct.org.

lies in our residential commu-

